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On 9 March 2016 I indicated the decision I was minded to take in 
relation to the report dated 8 March by the Executive Director of 
Planning and Borough Development. The Council’s response 
(Appendix 1 of the Key Decision Report) was discussed at the Public 
Realm Scrutiny Committee on the 21 March 2016. As a result of this 
meeting the response has been modified to strengthen the 
importance of a robust and detailed Environmental Impact 
Assessment process ensuring the satisfactory operation of Cardinal 
Vaughan School (paragraph 5.3). Two minor clarification and factual 
points were added in paragraphs 3.17 and 5.21 respectively.

The final wording of the paragraphs modified is below:

3.17 Even though the Council understands the need for the scheme, 
it is important to note that the scheme will not be supported unless 
Thames Water can demonstrate that the construction and 
operational impacts are satisfactorily mitigated. There are currently 
a large number of concerns and unknowns as a result of the lack of 
detail included in the Phase 2 consultation documentation. The main 
concerns relate to construction impacts, the availability of 
appropriate mitigation measures which could reduce impacts to 
acceptable levels and the full integration of the project with the 
Thames Tideway Tunnel to achieve an overall reduction of impacts. 
The Council has responded to the EIA scoping opinion and will 
require full details of the scheme’s impact in the EIA which 
accompanies the planning application. It is expected that other 
documents which will address the project’s impacts and its mitigation 
measures will also be submitted. These will include a Construction 
Environmental Management Plan, Flood Risk Assessment, Transport 
Assessment (Construction Traffic Management Plan), Land 
Contamination Assessment, and Air Quality Assessment.



5.3 The Council is very concerned about the impact given that the 
site is highly constrained and close to highly sensitive receptors 
(residential properties and the school). The construction impact on 
the school is of particular concern. Noise, vibration, dust, pollution 
and even pedestrian diversions could affect staff and pupils' 
performance alike. This could have a knock on effect on the
outcomes of the school and its reputation. Thames Water should 
consider the phasing of the project in a way that these impacts are 
minimised and the school can run efficiently. Thames Water should 
work with the school to understand the implications of the
construction and address them within the Environmental Impact 
Assessment. The mitigation measures proposed should be adequate 
to ensure that the school can function appropriately. The school and 
Thames Water may consider the preparation of a Memorandum of
Understanding to address all these issues at planning application 
stage. 

5.21 Consent was granted in 2013 for an annex to the Cardinal 
Vaughan School adjacent to the proposal site which was completed 
in September 2014. 

I now direct to approve the response to the Counters Creek Storm 
Relief Sewer Phase 2 Consultation as detailed in Appendix 1.

My reason for taking the above-mentioned decision was as follows:

I concurred with the advice contained in the officer's report.

I also declare that I have no disclosable pecuniary interest in this 
decision nor any other significant interest in this decision which I       
believe should be declared in the public interest.

Signed: Cllr Tim Coleridge
Cabinet Member for Planning Policy, Transport and Arts

Date: 23 March 2016
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